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speculative building firms, who are prepared to lay out regular
estates with roads, drainage, and other amenities; sporadic
development has simultaneously diminished. At the same time, a
measure of deliberate control has been introduced through town
planning, though it is too early as yet to say how far this will exercise
any considerable force in moulding the distribution of population
over the Area.
One other influence upon population movement needs to be
noticed, namely, the spread into the country districts of industries
and occupations more or less connected with Oxford as a centre.
The rapid post-war growth of a cement industry at Bletchington,
itself outside the Area, has affected the population of some of the
northern parishes, such as Thrup and KidHngton. Market-gardening
and fruit-growing, for the products of which Oxford is the chief
market, have become important at Cumnor, Kingston Bagpuize, and
elsewhere. The municipal activities of the city have extended beyond
its own boundaries, as in the case of the sewage farm at Garsington
and the new water works at Swinford Bridge in Cumnor parish;
a new public assistance institution is being built at KidHngton
and a municipal aerodrome has been constructed in the same parish.
There is already a Royal Air Force aerodrome at Dry Sandford,
which probably owes its existence to the needs of the University
Air Squadron, and which has altered the whole character of the
parish of St. Helen Without. At every point, indeed, the old distinc-
tion between the character and the administrative needs of the people
of city and county is becoming blurred and fading away; economically
and socially, though not yet administratively, the population of the
whole of the Survey Area is being welded into a single unit.